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Imagine a few years into the future. 
You're taking your kids to the zoo, 
but for some reason you can't point 
out classic zoo animals like tigers or 
elephants. 
For many of our generation's 
grandchildren, and even some of our 
own children, their only exposure to 
tigers, manatees and possibly even polar 
bears will be through You Tube videos 
and coloring books. Blue whales, the 
largest mammal ever to have resided on 
this planet, may soon be forgotten. 
With April 22's Earth Day having 
come and gone, and recent, widespread 
commercials showing the risks regarding 
endangered species, it's apparent that 
the issue of losing some of our favorite 
animals isn't going extinct anytime soon. 
But as college students, most of us don't 
understand that our college experience 
has an effect on what will happen to 
the future of animals. And the idea that 
some of the species that we have grown 
up learning about-and loving-may 
become extinct within the next few of 
years is a bit surreal. What is a student 
in Ames supposed to do about the 
future blue whales? Though we may feel 
powerless in such an extensive situation, 
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there are plenry of things we can do to 
help preserve some of the species we've 
had the opportuniry to grow up with 
and learn about. 
So, what is an endangered 
species? 
Many times, the word "endangered" 
is thrown around without a deep 
understanding. An endangered species 
is a group of organisms that have a 
risk at becoming extinct in the near 
future, due to a decrease in numbers or 
threatened by environmental change or 
predators. There are even classifications 
within the term endangered as to how 
big of a risk the species has of becoming 
extinct in the near future. 
One hot button issue lately is 
the addition of polar bears to the 
endangered species list. Supported by 
the World Wildlife Federation (WWF), 
there's a current commercial airing on 
television showing a polar bear mom 
and her cub out in the middle of the 
ocean with no land in sight. Although 
the commercial is somber and (timeout: 
I really like polar bears) depresses me 
just about every time I watch it, there 
is much more focus on polar bears 
becoming extinct than other animals, 
despite the fact that their risk 
of extinction is much 
lower than many 
of the 
other species out there. The difference 
between polar bears and other, more 
at-risk species? Polar bears' habitat 
is becoming threatened, not by 
predators, but as a direct effect of global 
warming-not only an issue of animal 
extinction, but a pressing issue for 
human beings as well. 
And although the chances are high 
that the people filming the sobering 
polar bear commercial are actually 
standing on a big landmass nearby and 
the polar bears aren't particularly bad 
off, the problem still remains that in the 
near future, polar bears could be a thing 
of the past if global warming continues 
to deplete their environment. 
Endangered Species, 
Schmendangered Species 
Although endangered species are 
at the top of some people's priorities, 
the issue of animal endangerment is 
largely overshadowed by many other 
topics in our country that (may or 
may not) directly affect us. Economic 
problems, Chris Brown and Rhianna's 
relationship hardships, even PETA 
get more spotlight than endangered 
species. It's clear that the World Wildlife 
Federation needs to do a much better 
job at advertising their cause and 
advocacy. Upon my first viewing, I was 
a bit confused that a guy who supported 
the World Wrestling Federation (that 
shares the WWF acronym) had decided 
to talk on behalf of polar bears. But 
while our country may be more focused 
on matters "bigger" than simply losing 
a species here and there, in the long run 
the loss of these species could greatly 
affect our world. 
The Big Picture 
When thinking about extinct 
and endangered species, most of us 
automatically think of animals. But 
plant species can become endangered, 
as well. Some species of orchids are on 
the verge of extinction (ladies, what is 
your boyfriend supposed to buy you 
the next time he screws up?) And with 
the gradual loss of plants, fish and 
eventually, mammals, and humans 
are bound to be affected by their 
endangerment and extinction sooner 
or later. With the loss of other, more 
prevalent and widespread plants, the 
balance of oxygen in the atmosphere 
would be in danger of becoming 
out of whack, directly affecting the 
balance of our ecosystem. The use of 
plants commonly found in rainforests, 
including some plants we are dependent 
on for cures for diseases, have a direct 
effect on us, as well. 
In consideration of animal 
endangerment and extinction, sure, we 
won't be able to look at these animals 
when visiting the local zoo, but the loss 
of important animals can greatly throw 
off the food chain in the wild. For 
example, with the gradual extinction 
of tigers, the number of herbivore 
populations would increase in their 
natural habitat, causing a dramatic 
change in the vegetation of that area. 
And while we don't see the effects 
of tigers in our habitats in Ames, it's 
just another example that everything 
in nature comes around full circle 
eventually (cue "Circle of Life"). If we 
continue to neglect our planet, the 
results will finally catch up with us. 
What You Can Do 
Now that you have a little background 
on endangered species and the effects 
that they may have, what are some ways 
that we-as mere, poor students at 
ISU-can make a difference? 
Although you may think that not much 
can be done in Iowa, I assure you, every 
little thing helps. And if you don't 
believe me, as an English major from 
Iowa State University, maybe Sybille 
Klenzendorf, director of the Species 
Conservation Program for WWF, will 
have more of an influence. 
"Young people are the future of 
conservation," Klenzendorf said. "We 
must inspire them and we must lead 
them by our example." 
Do you hear that? We are the future. So 
it's about time we do something about 
it. Here are some ideas that you can get 
involved, right here in good ol' Ames. 
1. Donate to an organization: WWF, 
NWF, ASIL, the list goes on .... 
2. Throw a keg, but donate the cup 
money for endangered animals. 
3. Make a shirt with an endangered 
animal pictured on it ... and wear it with 
style. 
4. Hold a fundraiser and donate the 
proceeds. 
5. When buying your groceries, bring 
your own bag to reduce the amount of 
garbage. 
6. Make a mask of an endangered 
animal out of a paper plate and wear it. 
7. Throw a block party and dedicate 
it to the endangered species of your 
choice. 
8. Start a Facebook group. 
9. Dress as an endangered species for 
Halloween, and when people ask what 
you're dressed as, lecture them about 
being endangered. 
1 0. Instead of preaching on central 
campus about abortion and the Bible, 
get a megaphone and preach about blue 
whales and/ or tigers. 
11. Make a You Tube video, showing 
pictures of a specific species with sad 
music to tug at heartstrings. 
12. Spread the word. The more people 
know about endangered species, the 
more chances we have to do something 
about them! 
Must watch: 
To learn more about the 
amazing species residing on 
our planet, take a look at the 
"Planet Earth" series. Not 
only do the documentaries 
focus on many species that 
are endangered, but they also 
give a glimpse into the lives of 
the many magnificent species 
that share our planet. A new 
movie, "Earth", coincidentally 
released on Earth Day, follows 
three families of animals 
(polar bears, blue whales and 
elephants) and helps to tell 
their story. Not surprisingly, all 
three of these animal families 
are endangered (or at risk of 
becoming endangered) species. 
How suiting! 
